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Undergraduate POCUS teaching UK universities: prevalence and

practice
C Farrell*; | Welters?

The advent of hand-held ultrasound
devices has caused a surge of interest in
POCUS!. Until now, POCUS in the UK has
principally been taught in the postgraduate
setting. We investigated use of, and
attitudes to undergraduate POCUS
teaching in the UK.

A Google forms survey was distributed via
email within a network of undergraduate
clinical skills leads at 36 UK medical
schools, over a 10 week period in 2023.

) h P I
© you teac undergrascir‘::\)toep OCUS in your medica What year did you start teaching POCUS?

® Yes
‘ R 3
17 responses v
There was a sharp increase in POCUS teaching in

Who teaches POCUS? 2022. Total time spent on POCUS teaching per
Radiologists 3(33.3%) student is 5-6 hours in 2 institutions, 3-4 hours in 3

Acute care physicians 3(33.3%)
Respiratory physicians | 0 (0%) institutions, and 2 hours in 3 institutions.
Cardiologists 1(11.1%)
A&E doctors 4 (44.4%)
ICU physicians 1(11.1%)
Anaesthetists 5 (55.6%)
Anatomy demonstrators 4 (44.4%)
Trained medical students 0 (0%)
Non medical clinical skills staff
Anatomists
Surgeons

How interested are you in developing POCUS in the

4 (44.4%)

1(1.1%) undergrad curriculum?
1(11.1%)

I Very interested [ Somewhat interested 0 Neutral [l Not very interested [l Not at all interested
7.5
Do you think POCUS would be beneficial to your student’s
future career? 50
I Yes,very [ Yes,alittle 00 Neutral [l Notreally [l Not at all 25
10
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Vascular access

Bladder

FAST or eFAST

Ascites

Renal

Abdominal aortic aneurysm

5 (55.6%)

2 (22.2%)
3(33.3%)

Pneumothorax -3 (33.3%)
Lungs 2 (22.2%)
Pleural effusion 1(11.1%)
Basic echocardiography 4 (44.4%)
DVT |-0(0%)
Joint effusion [0 (0%)
0 2 4 6 8

Conclusions

Although POCUS teaching to undergraduate medical students is increasing in the UK, provision is patchy, with little
consistency of topics taught. Lack of time, lack of standardised curriculum, resources, and unavailability of skilled
teachers are all barriers. The short teaching time given to undergraduate POCUS means it is unlikely to result in
clinical competence. It is however, thought likely that POCUS will form part of future clinical practice. Consideration
should be given to national standardisation of learning objectives in undergraduate POCUS teaching?.
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